Clement Page
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Using mirrors as a substrate for painting allows me to engage the viewer in a direct way,
comparable to film, to inscribe their reflected image and the surrounding reality into the
painting. The ‘to be looked at’ aspect of painting is contrasted with the ‘to look at oneself’
aspect of mirrors.

Although the painted images at first appear abstract they have a three-dimensional quality,
signifying obliquely; organic forms, limbs, phantoms.

By using multiple painted mirrors which reflect and conceal one another, a virtual space for
a new painting is created, which shifts and mutates with the spectators changing
perspective.

| use a liquid paint to make the images, which | pour directly onto the mirrors, and draw into
with turpentine rags. Gravity is essential to the process, | tilt the mirrors at different angles
creating flows and unexpected events in the paint.

| have to remain constantly attentive to the transformations and suggestive states of the
painting. In a way it’s like a battle between freedom and control, chance and intention.
Although | make preparatory drawings, which give a loose idea of an intended image, during
the painting process these ideas always change. | try to allow the fluid paint to suggest
images to me, to be sensitive to its living possibilities.

Clement Page, February 2022
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